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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

Broadway Street Corridor Public Art Project: Toledo, OH 
 
I. PROJECT INTENT  
  
The Arts Commission of Greater Toledo’s Art in Public Places Program in 
partnership with City of Toledo Transportation Division, the Broadway 
Corridor Coalition and the Sofia Quintero Arts and Cultural Center, seeks to 
commission artistically design infrastructure enhancements for a new 
construction project along the Broadway Street corridor in the Old South 
End, Toledo. 
 
We are looking for artists that have experience with integrating public art 
into transportation and civic infrastructure projects with a strong 
background in facilitating community engagement activities that will inform 
the project. Submitted qualifications will be judged on a competitive basis. 
Up to three finalists will be selected and invited to create a proposal for the 
site. 
 
The artist / team selected for the commission shall collaborate closely with 
the project management team through meetings and other necessary means 
of communication when developing conceptual designs for artwork, 
including identifying the site(s), content, scale, media and to allow the 
thorough integration of the artwork into the site.  
 
The artist must be willing to learn in-depth about the community and the 
relation to surrounding areas of Toledo, participate on the design team with 
members of the community and utilize this information in the overall 
conceptual development of the work. Successful proposals will celebrate the 
history and culture of the Old South End Neighborhood in Toledo. 
 
 
Construction for the project will begin in 2024. 
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II. BUDGET 
 
Up to three finalists will be paid $2000 to develop proposals for the site.  
 
The budget for the artwork component is $150,000, including but not limited 
to all expenses related to project completion, site preparation, additional 
design fees, engineering, materials, equipment, fabrication costs, 
documentation, transportation, installation and travel.  
 
III. ELIGIBILITY 
 
The project is open to all artists in the continental United States (with a 
preference for artists that live within 100 miles of Toledo OH,) age 18 and 
over, regardless of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, age, military 
status, sexual orientation, marital status, or physical or mental disability. 
Artist teams are eligible to apply, including teams of artists from multiple 
disciplines.  
 
IV. TIMELINE 
 
August 10, 2022  Request for Qualifications Launch 
September 12, 2022 Deadline for RFQ Submissions 
September 22, 2022 Review of Applications 
September 29, 2022 Finalists Notified 
September 30, 2022 Schedule Finalists Site Visits (TBD) 
November 10, 2022 Finalists Present Proposals 
November 17, 2022 Winning Proposal Announced 
 
The Arts Commission reserves the right to change the project timeline. Dates 
for site visits and proposals are tentative and will be based on the availability 
of the finalists. 
 
 
V. HOW TO APPLY   
 
Artists interested in this project must prepare and submit the following: 
 
● Letter of Interest - This letter should be no more than one page and 
 should explain the artist’s interest in the project. 
● Current Resume - If submitting as a team, a current resume for each 
 team member should be provided.    
● Visual Support Materials - Submit 10 digital images of your 
 professional work. Images must be submitted in the following format: 
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● File Type: JPEGs  
● Image Size: Images must be no more than 1920 pixels on the longest 
 side saved at 72 dpi.  
● File Labeling: Files must be titled with a number indicating the viewing 
 order, followed by the artist's last name. The numbers must correspond 
 to the accompanying Image List. Use "0" in front of single digit numbers. 
 Do not use more than 30 characters, and use only letters, numbers and 
 underscores. example: 01_Smith.jpg 
● Annotated image list - The image list must include the artist’s name 
 and a brief description of image stating its title, date, medium, size, 
 location and if a commissioned project, the commission budget. 
● Community Engagement: 2-3 Examples of community engagement 
 projects or workshops that were coordinated with past public art 
 projects 
● References - A list of at least three professional references that have 
 an intimate knowledge of their work and working methods. The list 
 must include complete emails and telephone numbers. 
 
 
All submissions must be received by 11:59 pm EDT, September 12, 2022.  
 
Materials must be submitted through Café at the link below.  
 
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=10660 
 
 
VI. SELECTION PROCESS 
 
The Design Review Board for this project will review all submissions and 
select up to three artists as finalists. The finalists will then be asked to 
develop a conceptual approach for artwork at the site and make a 
presentation of their proposal, including concept, materials, size, weight, 
details of maintenance guidelines, special equipment needs, and budget. The 
finalists will be compensated $2000 for their participation in this stage of 
the selection.  
 
The Design Review Board will be composed of members of The Arts 
Commission, Sofia Quintero Art & Cultural Center, the Broadway Corridor 
Coalition, The City of Toledo Division of Transportation, and other Old South 
End stakeholders.  
 
The selected commissioned artist will be collaborating with the Sofia 
Quintero Arts and Cultural Center and surrounding community through a 
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series of creative workshops to inform the final design of art to be 
implemented in the Broadway Streetscape. 
 
 
IX. ABOUT THE SITE 
 
The Old South End (OSE), first established in the mid 1840’s, is one of Toledo 
Ohio’s oldest neighborhoods, located just south of the original town founded 
in 1837. Broadway Street runs through this neighborhood as a historic 
commercial corridor that spans from Harvard Terrace by the Toledo Zoo, up 
to Downtown. While there has been a shift of the Toledo Latinx population 
to the East Side, the Broadway Corridor also serves as a cultural hub for the 
OSE’s long history of Hispanic heritage. 
 
Starting in 2024, Broadway Street will be under reconstruction, building 
front to building front, from the intersection of Western Avenue all the way 
down to Stebbins. The primary focus of this reconstruction is to bring the 
four-lane traffic down to two by adding medians and bike lanes, creating a 
safer environment for multimodal transportation. There is a great 
opportunity in this reconstruction to incorporate public art to celebrate the 
cultural significance of the corridor. 
 
ABOUT THE SOFIA QUINTERO ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTER 
 
Taken from their website:  
 
The Sofia Quintero Art & Cultural Center, located within the street 
reconstruction site, serves as an oasis for neighborhood residents and local 
artists. Through events and programs, SQACC provides interest, awareness, 
and education about Latino art, heritage, and culture. The SQACC Board of 
Trustees comprises of Latinos and non-Latinos with an interest in preserving  
Latino Culture and community involvement. Since its founding, SQACC has 
and continues to build partnerships with the local city government as well as 
local and international individuals, organizations, and educational institutions 
to provide opportunities for community development and advancement for 
its residents. 
 
 
 
A map of the site can be found here: 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=17TpO-
dJKaC0XacKyxFI37Knn18-Rg70&usp=sharing 
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The above map indicates four identified nodes along the corridor. Based on 
the available budget the focus for this project is Node A (top right corner in 
map), but the selected artists may utilize the entire corridor. Additional site 
details will be shared during the design phase. Final designs for the corridor 
will be available spring of 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map courtesy of Toledo Design Collective 
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Node A details: 

 
 
For further information, please contact Nathan Mattimoe, Director of Art in 
Public Places: 419-254-2787 ext. 1011. 
  

--- 
The Arts Commission is the longest standing arts commission in the state of 
Ohio, founded in 1959, administering the City of Toledo’s One Percent for Art 

Program since 1977. The Arts Commission is supported in part by the Ohio 
Arts Council and the National Endowment For The Arts. 

 


